
7. 6-13-21  
Sermon- It All Starts With a Tiny Seed 
Scripture- Mark 4:26-34, CTW PS 20 
Hymns- 126, 773, 668 
Theme- In this parable, it is easy to understand what the sower is 
doing, and that plants grow on their own without intervention and 
without the farmer knowing why the seed becomes a plant. Here 
Jesus was obviously interested in saying something more than to 
observe how they grow. What is the cost we need to bear as 
Christian farmers? 
I. Speaking in Parable 
     A. When Jesus started to face opposition from people 
like the Pharisees and Scribes, He started to address the 
crowds in parables. The purpose of the parable is twofold. On 
one hand, it is easy to understand the story as it comes from real 
life. Jesus used parables using farmers, fishermen, investors, and 
other professions to compare them to a spiritual truth He wanted 
to make. 
But the other purpose of the parable was to hide the truth from 
those who were not given the key to understanding the parable.  
In today’s parable, it is easy to understand what the sower is 
doing, and that plants grow on their own without intervention and 
without the farmer knowing why the seed becomes a plant.  
I would suppose today with our scientific understanding, it is not 
as much a mystery as it once was. But obviously Jesus was 
interested in saying something more than to observe how they 
grow. 
     B. Part of the key to understanding a parable is to 
carefully read it. You have to bring two questions to a parable. 
One is: “What does it say?” The other question is: What does it 
NOT say.” Let’s use these two questions to analyze the parable. 
First of all it says that this parable describes a truth about the 
kingdom of God. It is like a man who threw the seed upon the 
ground. It does not identify what kind of person threw the seed.  
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This detail is not important to the parable. This tells us the 
parable is not about the man or woman who threw the seed. It 
could be any man or any woman.  
It then says that this sower went on with life night and day. It 
does not say that he cultivated the field, plowed it, watered it, 
weeded it, or anything else other than days passed. This means 
that what the man did other than scatter the seed is unimportant 
to understanding the parable.  
In fact, this man seems to be somewhat ignorant of the process. 
He could see what was happening. The plants came up and went 
to the maturing process by themselves without mentioning any 
intervention on the man’s part.  
The Greek word about what happened is the same as our word 
“automatically.” It is something in the seed and the hand of God 
that makes it happen. It is in the DNA. 
When the harvest is ripe, this man is fast to take the sickle to the 
grain to harvest it. The recognizing of the proper time to harvest 
and then making haste to harvest it before the birds and insects 
ate up the ripe grain is an important detail to the parable. 
II. Speaking in Multiple Parables 
     A. Jesus speaks a second parable about a mustard seed. 
Here, the detail to be observed is the tiny size of the seed. 
Jesus may even have plucked the seed from off the tree to show 
just how tiny it was.  
The other detail is the size of the mustard tree. It grew large 
enough for birds to roost in it. These are the only two important 
details.  
It is unnecessary for understanding to include detail like the use 
of mustard as a spice or some other details. If one were using a 
slogan it would be: “Great things start from humble beginnings.” 
Now we have to realize that Jesus is not giving practical advice. 
What do these two parables say about the Kingdom of God? Let 
us look at the first parable. We are called to sow the seed of the 
kingdom. However, there is a certain humility to this.  
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The gospel is not about us. It is our job simply to scatter the seed 
faithfully.  
     B. We like to think that we have to control the process 
of evangelism. We come up with schemes to sow the seed. We 
try to prepare the ground, weed, cultivate, etc. We want to 
control the process.  
What we have to realize is that it is the gospel itself which causes 
growth. It’s not what we do but what the Gospel does. God has 
put the DNA in the message. It comes up of itself, and not by our 
effort. We don’t even have to understand why it works. We 
simply get to see it grow.  
This does not mean we simply sit back and watch. We certainly 
are called to nurture the seed. We are to teach them whatsoever 
things Jesus has commanded. What we do have to do is to do it 
God’s way and not our own.  
We must feed them the gospel itself, to tell them what Jesus 
began to do and to teach. 
III. Parables are Meant to Be Kingdom Growers 
     A. The second parable is prophetic of the growth of the 
church. The church began with a tiny group of disciples who 
followed Jesus, Days and nights passed, yet at the Day of 
Pentecost, the church had only 120 members which is practically 
nothing compared to the 100 million inhabitants of just the 
Roman Empire.  
Then there were 3000, then 5000, which is still not numerically 
significant. But within 300 years, it conquered the Roman Empire. 
The seed is tiny but powerful. In the beginning, God speaks a 
little word and the entire cosmos comes into being.  
Jesus speaks a little word and the blind see and the deaf hear. 
Jesus speaks another word and the dead man comes to life. It is 
not the size but the power that resides in the seed. 
     B. So here we are over 2000 years later. Some think 
that the seed has lost its power. The church seems to be 
declining in influence. Did you know that ore current time 
period is now being referred to as “Post-Christian?”  
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Is this true? Of course not! It had better not be! The seed of the 
gospel is just as lively as ever. It just needs to be scattered once 
more. We need to scatter the pure Gospel.  
The trouble is we have tried to genetically modify its DNA, 
thinking we know better than God who made the seed in the first 
place. Some think that makes the Gospel easier to digest. 
However, instead of increasing the yield, a weaker plant comes 
up. It might look large and healthy perhaps, but the purpose of 
the plant is to produce fruit. We have to stop trying to alter the 
Gospel in an attempt to make it more palatable and simply to 
proclaim it. 
As your pastor, I have spoken with many people who are secretly 
hungry for the real TRUTH of God. This “dumbing-down of the 
WORD to make it more acceptable to the ground we are trying to 
plant it in, will never do! 
     C. Oh, and BY THE WAY, It is not dependent upon the 
character of the preacher either. Any preacher who preaches 
the real truth of the Gospel will do.  
The personality is not important. Billy Graham indeed scattered 
much seed in his day, and it resulted in a large harvest of souls.  
But those who became Christians under his ministry did not 
become Christians because Billy Graham spoke it. Rather it is 
because God used the preaching of Billy Graham. To set a 
spark in the souls of future believers.  
It is the word of the Gospel which Billy Graham which brought 
those who were dead in trespasses and sins to life.  
God convicts people of their sinful existence through many 
means. 
I remember as a teenager, during the summers I would live on a 
dairy farm for three months doing chores and baling hay and 
straw. Sometimes the County Ag Extension Agent would stop by 
to go over new practices in growing crops to produce higher 
yields per acre. 
One year we were schooled in the “new” practice of injecting 
Anhydrous Ammonia into the soil so that the nitrogen in the 
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fertilizers we were using could produce an even better crop from 
the same soil that had been used for centuries. 
Now years later that practice, along with regular crop rotation is 
seen as one of the best sowing practices ever invented. 
I believe that the church has to constantly be looking at the 
practices they use to sow God’s seed. People change and so do 
evangelistic methods. 
Billy Graham has gone to his reward now, but if he were here, He 
would be the first one to tell you this statement is true.  
A preacher is just one of the vessels which God has chosen to 
deliver the seed.  
God calls all those who hear and understand the Gospel, to sow 
seed as best they can in their own way. Remember the song 
“brighten the corner where you are?” God says don’t wait for the 
Pastor to do it, GET BUSY! 
The one who sows the seed does not know how the seed grows 
and produces a large crop. He just knows that it does.  
Sometimes the yield varies as we see in the parable of the sower. 
I do not know why Billy Graham had the success he did in 
ministry and others have not.  
I simply chose to rejoice that people have been born into the 
Kingdom of God. By whose hand it does not matter. We just need 
to keep throwing the seed and casting the dragnet. 
     B. Finally, we have to know when the harvest is ripe. We 
need to be able to see that the time to reap has come. This must 
be done by God’s help. The sickle is sharp. There is pain involved, 
but after the seed has matured, the time comes to harvest the 
wheat.  
It might take time for the word to come to maturity in the people 
we witness to. Days and nights might pass, but the day comes in 
which the person is ready to make a commitment to follow Jesus.  
Harvest too soon and the fruit will be immature and die. Harvest 
too late and the sed might be carried away by Satan. 

	5



So, we are to Sow the pure seed of the Gospel. Be patient and 
trust God to make the seed grow.  
Then be ready to harvest. Do this enough times and the Kingdom 
of Heaven will grow great and God will be glorified. 
Amen? Let us pray that we can “NOW THEREFORE GO AND DO.

	6


